
A  Unique  Pilgrimage  

to the Holy Land 
with Rob McRay 

June 12-22, 2015
$4349 

all expenses included* 
(based on current airfares, actual cost may vary at time of booking) 

A life-changing 

faith-shaping 

eye-opening  

experience 

 Walk where Jesus walked 

 See the Bible in fresh ways 

 Gain new insights into the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict 



WHAT WE WILL SEE... 
 

Saturday, 13 June  JERUSALEM 
We leave the U.S. on Friday night,  June 12, arrive at the Tel Aviv airport on Saturday afternoon, and 

be transported by tour bus to Jerusalem. We will have dinner and enjoy a panoramic view of the Old 

City from the Mount of Olives. We will spend the night at the wonderful Notre Dame hotel across the 

street from the Old City, our hotel for our first four nights. 

 

Sunday, 14 June MOUNT  OF OLIVES AND MUSEUMS 

We will begin our first Lord’s Day in the Holy Land by walking down 

the Mount of Olives to the Garden of Gethsemane, where we will 

share a Communion Service.  After lunch, we’ll visit Yad Vashem, the 

stirring Holocaust memorial.  We will then visit the fascinating Model 

of Jerusalem as it was in Jesus’ day, and see the Dead Sea Scroll 

exhibit at the Israel Museum.  After dinner at our hotel, we will gather 

for an eye-opening presentation by Dr. Alex Awad on the “History of 

the Conflict from a Palestinian Perspective.” 

 

Monday, 15 June THE TEMPLE AREA AND MOUNT ZION 

Our day begins with a visit to the Western Wall (the holiest place for Jews) 

and a view of the Temple Mount.  We’ll see the remarkable excavations of 

steps and streets from Jesus’ day, and visit the Church of St. Peter in 

Gallicantu, where we will see ruins from the palace of the high priest 

where Jesus was on trial. After lunch, we visit the Pool of Siloam where 

Jesus healed a blind man, and then enjoy free time to explore the city or 

return to the hotel for a rest.  

 

Tuesday, 16 June MASADA AND JERICHO 

After breakfast, we drive down to the Dead Sea to tour the amazing 

desert fortress of Herod the Great at Masada.  After lunch, we’ll 

swim (float) in the Dead Sea, visit the Jordan River where Jesus was 

baptized and see Jericho. On our way back to Jerusalem we’ll stop to 

read the 23rd Psalm at a panoramic overview of the “valley of the 

shadow of death” and the Wilderness of Judea.  

 

Wednesday, 17 June JERUSALEM AND HEBRON 

We start our morning with a visit to the Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus healed a lame man and see the 

Gabbatha pavement near the beginning of the Via Dolorosa. We will then walk the traditional path of 

Jesus’ final walk to cross. We will enter the Church of the Holy Sepulchre for one of the true spiritual 

highlights of our pilgrimage—a visit to the probable sites of Calvary and the 

tomb of Jesus.  We then walk through the Old City bazaar, out through the 

Damascus Gate, and end our walk at the Garden Tomb where we will have a 

devotional in the lovely garden. After lunch we will cross the Separation 

Wall and drive to Hebron to see the Tomb of the Patriarchs. We then drive to 

Bethlehem for dinner and overnight at the beautiful Jacir Palace 

Intercontinental Hotel. 

 

 

The Dome of the Rock 

The Garden Tomb 

Floating in the Dead Sea 

Walking Down Mt. of Olives 



...AND EXPERIENCE 
 

Thursday, 18 June BETHLEHEM 
Today we will see the Church of the Nativity, over the cave 

believed to be the site of Jesus’ birth. We’ll see Jerome’s grotto 

where he produced the Vulgate, the Latin translation of the Bible. 

We will then visit the Shepherds’ Fields for a devotional. Then 

we’ll enjoy lunch at the picturesque Shepherds’ Valley Restaurant, 

where we’ll have an opportunity to hear from Mr. Abdullah 

Awwad, a Palestinian Christian. Then we make a short stop to see 

the heart-stirring ministry of the Al-Basma Center. We’ll then 

enjoy some free time for shopping or relaxing at the beautiful 

hotel. After dinner, we have an opportunity for dialogue with Dr. Salim Munayer, director of a 

ministry working for reconciliation between Palestinians and Israelis. 

 

Friday, 19 June SAMARIA AND NAZARETH 
Today we travel to Galilee through Samaria, stopping at Mt. 

Gerazim to visit Jacob’s well where Jesus met the Samaritan woman, 

and see the ruins of the Samaritan temple. We then drive to Jesus’ 

childhood hometown of Nazareth and have lunch at the Nazareth 

Village—a reconstruction of life in First Century Galilee. Then we 

see the Mount of Precipitation, walk through the Old Bazaar, and 

visit the Church of the Annunciation. Then we continue to the Ron 

Beach Hotel in Tiberius on the Sea of Galilee. 

 

Saturday, 20 June DAN AND THE SEA OF GALILEE 

Today we drive north to the beautiful region of Caesarea Philippi and visit the archaeological ruins of 

the Old Testament city of Dan.  After lunch we return to the Sea of 

Galilee to visit Capernaum to see the excavations of Peter’s house 

where Jesus lived and the synagogue Jesus attended. Then we’ll see 

Gergesa, where Jesus cast a legion of demons into a herd of pigs, and 

enjoy a lovely boat ride back across the lake to Tiberius. We’ll be 

free for dinner and relaxing at the hotel or to enjoy the lively 

Saturday night by the lake. 

 

Sunday, 21 June MOUNT OF BEATITUDES AND CAESAREA 

On Sunday morning we will 

worship on the Mount of Beatitudes overlooking the Sea of Galilee. 

We’ll then visit the remarkable ruins at Sepphoris, a city Jesus may 

have helped build as a young carpenter. We’ll see the hill of 

Megiddo (“Armageddon”) on our way to the Mediterranean Coast 

After lunch we visit the famous ruins of the Roman city of Caesarea 

Maritima where Paul was in prison. We’ll see the restored theatre, 

the harbor, the aqueduct, and the Crusader fortress. 

We will head to Tel Aviv for dinner and then to the airport and a late 

night departure, taking memories of an unforgettable experience! 

 

 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

The Mount of Beatitudes 

Boat Ride on Sea of Galilee 

Roman Aqueduct in Caesarea 



Tour Leaders: 

ROB MCRAY received his B.A. 

from Abilene Christian 

University and his M.A. in 

Biblical studies from Wheaton 

College, and did further 

graduate study in the Ancient 

Mediterranean World at the 

University of Chicago.  He has served as the senior 

minister for several congregations and as adjunct 

faculty in Bible at Lipscomb University in 

Nashville, TN.  Rob has traveled extensively in the 

Middle East, lived with his family in Jersualem as a 

boy, and has led several Holy Land tours.  He will 

bring biblical and historical insights at many of the 

places we’ll visit, and lead our devotional and 

pilgrimage experiences. 

 

JUDY MCRAY, R.N. is a registered nurse with over 

30 years experience, and is a gifted hostess. She 

has led several tours with Rob and will serve as the 

tour nurse and hospitality coordinator. Judy’s 

warmth and TLC will make you feel at home 

wherever we go. 
Your Trip Includes: 
 Roundtrip international flights 

 All hotel accommodations 

 Breakfast, lunch, and dinner every day 

 Transfers and sight-seeing on air-conditioned coaches 

 Expert, English speaking tour guides 

 Entry fees and tickets to all sites on the itinerary 

 All tips and taxes 

 Speakers and presentations 

Note: most tours do not include lunches, tips & taxes. 

 

*Not included in the tour cost: 
 Domestic air fare to and from departure airport 

(expected to be New York or Chicago) 

 Travel insurance 

 Personal expenses, souvenirs, laundry, etc. 

 Airline excess baggage fees 

 Anything else not clearly listed in this brochure 

 

Reservations: 
To reserve your place on the tour, contact: 

Rob McRay: rob.mcray@gmail.com, 615-838-1077 

 

Deposit & Cancellation:  
$500 per person deposit required for Israel tour. 

Balance due by March 6, 2015. 

All cancellations must be submitted in writing.  

Deposit is refundable until March 6, 2015.  

Cancellation by April 10, 2015 forfeits $500 deposit.  

Cancellation by May 8, 2015 forfeits 50% of tour cost.  

Cancellation after May 8, 2015 forfeits100% of tour cost. 

Testimonials from some who’ve 

traveled with us on previous tours: 

 “There is something about walking where 
Jesus walked—standing where the Bible stories 
happened—that touches one’s inner being and 
you are never the same again! Add the McRays 
as leaders of your pilgrimage and it doesn’t get 
better than that!” (Edward & Sara Fudge)  

 “Our trip to Israel with the McRay family was 
the experience of a lifetime for us. Their 
knowledge of the Biblical history, archaeology 
and political issues of the region made each 
day unforgettable.” (Hal & Lori Burleson) 

 “The evening talks by a Palestinian Christian, a 
Muslim, and Messianic Jews gave us amazing 
insight into the present day cultural and 
political issues.  The remarkable archaeological 
sites we visited brought to life the historical 
and Biblical events from the time when Jesus 
walked in human form in this land over 2,000 
years ago.” (Quinton & Ann Dickerson) 

 

MICHAEL MCRAY holds an 

M.Phil. in Conflict 

Resolution and 

Reconciliation Studies 

from Trinity College 

Dublin | at Belfast, as well 

as a B.A. in History from 

Lipscomb University. He is an adjunct instructor in 

restorative justice, forgiveness and reconciliation, the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and international conflict 

resolution at Lipscomb University.  Michael has 

spent time working in Hebron with Christian 

Peacemakers Teams and in Bethlehem with Al 

Basma Ministries. He is the author of Letters from 

“Apartheid Street”: A Christian Peacemaker in 

Occupied Palestine (Cascade Books, 2013). Michael 

is Rob and Judy’s nephew. 


